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Claim 1 (Cuitently amended) A vascular medical devici5 for use in a blood vessel of a 
patient comprising: 

an expandable stem which takes the form of a small ciiameter skeletal tubular member 
having a thin wall, said wall of said skeletal tubular member injcluding a plurality of cells which 
are fbimed by a plurality of interconnected strut members; 

a plurality of elongated removable slat members interwoven between at least two of said 
plurality of strut members to temporarily attach plurality of safd removable slat member to said 
skeletal tubular member to thereby provide a ^.ihBtentiallv cQc|tinuous cover for fr - mojor portion 
«if the peripheral surface [[wall]]of said skeletal tubular member, yrharein each alait memberiiasA 
ditnimfeTeiitial width p^fttey <t<i wall thickness; and 

a phjraUty of tethers each attached to one of said pluralily of removable slat members in 
order to selectively remove any one of said removable slat members to thereby provide a 
selective passage for blood flow through a portion of the wall olf said skeletal tubular member. 

Claim 2 (Canceled) 
Claim 3 (Canceled) 

Claim 4 (Previously presented) The vascular medical device as defined in Claim U wherein 
ssid tettiers are removably attached to the removable slat mem Isers, 
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Claim 5 (Previously presented) Hie vascular medical deviik as defined in Claim 1. wherein 
said tethers take fhe form of elongated puller wires. 

Claim 6 (Previously presented) The vascular medical device as defined in Claim 1, wherein 
said tethers are comprised of a bioabsorbable material. 

Claim 7 (Currently amended) A vascular medical device comprising: 

an expandable stent which takes the fbim of a hoUow tubular member comprised of an 
expandable wire frame having a peripheral suriboe; 

a plurality of [[an]] elongated removable slat membeii'S carried by said hollow mbular 
member and providing a «.T^«fan^«^lly isontinuouB cover for <l i rnqjor portion of the peripheral 
surface of said hoUow tubular mftmher^ whetein each slat member has a ciroumfereptfal widt^ 
prputt^ ^!nni its wall tfaicknessi and 

a tether attached to eacih of said removable slat membeils so that said tether may be pulled 
to remove said slat member fcam said hollow tabular member. ■ 

Claim 8 (Canceled) 

• Claim 9 (Previously presented) The vascular medical device as defined in Claim 7, wherein 
said tether is removably attached to said removable slat memb^isr. 

Claim 10 (Previously presented) The vascular medical de^rice as defined m Claim 7, wherein 
said tether is comprised of a bioabsorbable mat»ial. 
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Claim 11 (Canceled) 
Claim 12 (Canceled) 

Claim 13 (Previoualy presented) The vascular medical device as defined in Claim 12, 
wherein said plurality of te&ers are removably attached to said i'emovable slat members. 

Claim 14 (Previously presented) Tbs vascular medical device as defined in Claim 12. 
wherein said tethers takes the form of an elongated puller wire. 

Claim 15 (Previously presented) The vascular medical dievice as defined in Clahn 12, 
wdierein said tefters are comprised of a bioabsorbable material 

Claim 16 (Previously presented) A vascular medical deviue for use in a blood vessel of a 
padent, comprised of: 

an outer expandable stent which takes the form of a first hollow skeletal tubular member 
■which defines a first peripheral sw&oei 

a first plurality of removable slat members carried by said first skeletal tubular member 
and spaced apart at approximately equal distances around the fust peripheral surface of said first 
skeletal tubular member to thereby provide a aiThatfltitiallv cQ:|itinuous cover for o mqjor portieB 
of said first peripheral surface; 
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m inner expandable stent which takes the form of aj second hollow skeletal tubular 
member which defines a second peripheral surfkce; 

a second plurality of removable slat members carried by said second skeletal tubular 
member and space apart at ^>proximately equal cjistanoes around the second peripheral surfece 
of said second skeletal tubular member to thereby provide a ff^lyttantiallv continuouB cover for » 
Hwjor portion of said second peripheral sur&ce. said second skeletal tubular member being 
coaxially disposed within said first skeletal tubular member sfnd being oriented such that said 
first plurality of removable slat members and said second plurality of removable slat membeis 
form a substantially continuous cover for said medical dBvifle^, wherein each slat member has a 
eireumferential wid th greater than its wall thickness: 

a first plurality of tethers each attadied to one of saitl first plurality of removable slat 
members in order to selectively remove any one of said first pliuralily of slat members to thereby 
piovide a selective passage for blood flow through the first perjjpheral sur&ce; and, 

a second plurality of tethers each attached to one of sMd second pluralily of removable 
slat members in order to selecdvely remove any one of said sipcond plurality of slat members to 
thereby provide a selective passage fbr blood flow through the Isecond peripheral surface. 

Claim 17 (Previously presented) A vascular medical device fa: use in a blood vessel of a 
patient, comprised of: 

an outer expandable stent which takes the form of a SM hollow skeletal tubular member 
wbich defines a first peripheral surfiice and having a first plurality of cells fiwmed by a first 
pluralily of interconnected strut members; 
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a first plurality of removable slat members interwoven between said first plwaUty of stmt 
members of said first skeletal tubular member and spaoed apart at proximately equal distances 
aiomul the first peripheral surface of said first skeletal tubuliar member to thereby Br gy^fi L S 
«iiV>fff^a1l Y oontinuous cover o portion mijority of said first ptiripheeal surfece; 

an umer expandable stent which takes the form of 5|i second hollow skeletal tubular 
member which defines a second peripheral surfiace and having la second pluraUty of cells formed 
by a second plurality of interconnected strut members; a second plurality of removable slat 
members interwoven between said second plurality of stmt members of said second skeletal 
tubular member and spaced apart at approximately equal distajnoes around the second peripheral 
sur&ce of said second skeletal tubular member to thereby pirpvide a subgtmtifillY <?ontinuo,na 
cover g portion mqjori^ of said second periph^ffal surface, !|aid inner expandable stent being 
coajdally disposed witiiin said outer expandable stent and oriented such that said first plurality of 
slat members and said second plurality of slat members form a substantially continuous cover for 
said medical ^«h>.« , wher^l^ e ^ch slat m? r>"«- 1''** ^ ff ^,fci|mf^| »rential width greater than its wall 
thlcknMs; 

a first plurality of detachable tefhers each attadhed to one of said first pluialily of slat 
members in order to selectively remove any one of said first plurality of slat members to thereby 
provide a seleotive passage for blood flow through the firsll peripheral surface of said outer 
expandable stent; and, 

a second plurality of detachable tethers each attached to one of said second plurality of 
slat members in order to selectively remove any one of said second plurality of slat members to 
thereby provide a selective passage for blood flow through thp second peripheral surface of said 
inner expandable stent 
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(Mm 18 (Canceled) 

Claim 19 (Pxeviously pres^ted) A method of treating an ameurysm comprising the stops ot 

providing an expandable stent whioh takes the form of la skeletal tubular member having 
a peripheral surface and a plurality of removable slat memtuers each carried by sud skeletal 
tubular m«niber to provide a substat^tiallv oontLnuous c over for a major portion of said peripheral 
aiirfap. fl, iiTherefa each slat memher haa a cir raiiTifeTifttitial width peafer than its wall thickness: 

inserting said expandable stent into a blood vessel of a toatient; 

advancing said expandable stent through said blood vessel until said expandable stent is 
aligned with and covering an aneurysm in said blood vessel; anid, 

removing one of said plurality of removable slat members to thereby provide blood flow 
to a brandling blood vessel 

Claim 20 (Previously presented) A method of treating an aiaeurysm comprising the steps of: 

providing a medical device including an outer expandable stent vdiich takes the form of a 
first skeletal tubular membw which defines a first periptieral surface, a first plurality of 
removable slat members carried by said first skeletal tubular member to provide a aubstantiallv 
eontmuous cover for ft - mojor portion of said first peripheral surface, a first plurality of tethers 
each attached to one of said first plurality of slat members, an Inner expandable stent which takes 
the form of a second skeletal tubular member which definps a second peripheral surfece, a 
second plurality of removable slat members carried by said uecond skeletal tubular member to 
provide a subatantiallv continuoiis cover for a mqjor porti ^>ef said second peripheral Bur&co, 
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and a second plwaHty of tethers each attached to one of said sjecond pluraJity of slat members, 
said inner expandable stent being coaxiaUy disposed within {said outer expandable stent and 
positioned such that said first pluraUty of removable slat momlbers and said second plurality of 
removable slot members form a substanttially continuous cover for said medical devic e, wherein 

n,ftml^r has si cif fliimferential w^fr R"^^ t^«" thickness: 

insertiiig said medical device into a blood vessel of a paiiient» 

advancing said medical device distaUy through said blood vessel until said medical 
device is aligned with and coveting an aneurysm in said blood yessel; and, 

selectively removing any one of said second pluralit?|r of removable slat members by 
moving the tether attached to said removable slat member proxiimally and thus allowing blood to 
flow into a brandling blood vessel. 

I 

Claim 21' 28 (Canceled) 

Claim 29 (Previously presented) A vascular medical device for use in a blood vessel of a 
patient, comprising: 

an outer expandable stent which takes ttie form of a fiitst hollow skeletal tubular member 
having a peripheral surface; 

a first cover member carried by said first hollow skeletial tubular member, and covering a 
m^or portion of the peripheral swfece of said first skeletal tilbular member and said first cover 
member including a first removable section: 
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an inner expandable stent which takes the form of ai secon4 hoUow skeletal tubular 
member having a peripheral surface and being disposed coaxial|ly within the first skeletal tubular 
member; 

a second cover member carried by said second hollow slceletal tubular member and 
covering a m^or portion of the peripheral suifece of said seccind skeletal tubular member, said 
second cover member including a second removable section, said first hollow skeletal tubular 
member being oriented with respect to said second hoUow skeletal tubular member such that the 
first cover member and second cover member cover substantia;ily the entire peripheral surfeoe of 
said expandable stent; and, 

a first elongated activation member coupled to sftid first removable section for 
witiidrawing said first removable section from said first hollow skeletal tubular member; and, 

a second elongated activation member coupled to said second removable section ft>r 
withdrawing said second removable section from said second lHollow skeletal tubular member in 
order to permit blood to flow through a portion of the periplheral surface of saW first hoUow 
skeletal tubular member. 

Claim 30 (Previously presented) The vascular medical device as defined in Claim 29, 
wherein said elongated activation members are removably attatshed to said removable sections of 
the cover members. 

Clahn 31 -32 (Canceled) 
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